Introduction

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is internationally famous for the quality and
impartiality of its news items. BBC reporters also strive to make the news both interesting and
as easy to understand as possible.

In this book we have chosen 15 items that we think would be of particular interest, and
therefore motivating. Most of them are about Britain, as you might expect, and learners will
gain an understanding of the life and culture of that country. In contrast to previous issues,
most stories are based outside London and the Home Counties, and we learn about such varied
places as Cornwall in the South West, the Orkney Islands in the North of Scotland, and the
towns and villages of Wales. Some of the issues covered are also important in Japan, so there
is the opportunity to discuss and compare the two countries.

There are stories of international importance, such as the steps the world is taking to deal
with the effects of climate change, and the challenges and opportunities presented by artificial
intelligence. And there are also evolving stories, covering, for example, the British political
situation, and the unpredictable consequences of strife in the Middle East.

As ever, new items of vocabulary are explained, and the notes (in Japanese) will explain any
interesting points of grammar and usage of English. However the most important purpose of
this book is that the learners should be able to engage in the subject matter, research, and
then discuss together. With this in mind, we have developed discussion questions that would
encourage them to relate these new discoveries with what is already familiar to them.

The videos are easily accessible online. This will make it easy for students to study by
themselves out of class.

We hope you enjoy the book and the videos.
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STARTING OFF

— | Setting the Scene 4
What do you think?

1.

Do Japanese people eat a lot of ice cream? Where and when do they usually buy
it?
What is your favourite flavour of ice cream?

When do you think people first started to eat ice cream?

s Building Language gup

For each word or phrase (1-7) find two words or phrases with similar meanings (a-n).

1.
2.

qN; gk

rollout [ ][ ]
o a. outlandish h. food
cuisine [ ][ ]

b. encourage i. continue
stick to [ I | c. deceive j. incredible
weird [ I ] d. amazing k. camouflage
Inspire [ 1] e. stay with [. stimulate
fantastic | 11 ] f. cooking m. launch
disguise [ 10 ] g. introduce n. strange




WATCHING THE NEWS

s Understanding Check 1 g
Read the quotes, then watch the news and match them to the right people.

a. You could put some cabbage in it, and it’d be fine.

b. Well, Tintagel is one of those sites ...

e

The big question is though, what’s your favourite flavour?

d. We want the people to experience history in all sorts of different ways.

s Understanding Check 2 g
Which is the best answer?

1. What new flavour of ice cream has English Heritage introduced?
. raspberry ripple

a
b. brown bread
c. Marmite

d

. chocolate

2. What did the reporter think of the new flavour?
a. She knew she would hate it, and she was right.
b. She thought she would love it, but in fact, didn’t like it at all.
c. She thought she would hate it, but she found it to be quite nice.
d. She thought she would like it, and she was right.

3. Why did English Heritage introduce this new flavour?
They thought it would attract more people to come to Tintagel.
They wanted to sell more ice cream and thought this flavour would be popular.

There were lots of Georgian visitors who were interested in British gastronomy.

Bo TP

They wanted people to taste the same ice cream that used to be made in the
1700s.



What do you remember?

4.

The women who tasted the new flavour mentioned lots of other foods and

flavours. What foods and flavours did they mention?

What did the final taster (wearing large glasses) think of the new flavour?

Would she order it?

The reporter mentioned three flavours that the Georgians loved. What were

they? And what flavour would she prefer?

Background Information
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https://companieshouse.blog.gov.uk/2022/01/31/a-history-of-ice-cream-manufacturing-for-the-general-public/
https://randombitsoffascination.com/2020/07/30/georgian-ice-cream-and-ices/
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e Filling Gaps @m0 ©m 103

Watch the news, then fill the gaps in the text.

Newsreader: It’s been ice cream kind of weather recently. It’s been really warm,
hasn’t it? The big question is though, what’s your favourite flavour? Well, forget
vanilla, raspberry ripple, and chocolate, because English Heritage has
(! ) (2 ) a new flavour for the summer: brown

5 bread. Yep, you heard right. The charity’s been getting (® ) by
flavours from the Georgian era. We sent our reporter Andrea Ormsby to
Tintagel, for a taste.

Andrea Ormsby: When the (* ) said to me, today, my job is, go to

Tintagel and eat ice cream, I thought, “great!” Then, she said, it’s brown bread
10 ice cream.

Ormsby: A blast from the past. Ice cream was big business right back in the 1700s,
despite the fact that (° ) didn’t even exist. The Georgians, in
particular, loved to mix it up with some (° ) and wonderful
flavours. Now, English Heritage is bringing a taste of history back to life, with a

15 Georgian favourite at several of its sites, this summer.

Ormsby: Well, Tintagel is one of those sites and as they say, the (” )
is in the pudding. Well, they say it’s like the Marmite of ice cream. You either
love it or hate it. And I was expecting to hate it. But actually, it’s quite nice.

Win Scutt, properties curator, English Heritage: It’s kind of malty, and I like

20 the chew in it as well. We want the people to experience history in all sorts of
different ways. Not just (® ), but through touch and all the
senses. And bringing taste into it is (° ). And, of course, to the
Georgians, (" ), gastronomy was really, really important. So,
we're taking them back to that particular period and it’s a great way to do it,

25 through something so delicious as ice cream.

Ormsby: So, is it the best thing since sliced bread?

First woman: Oh, that’s lovely. Oh, it’s really, really nice. Not like anything I've
had before but it’s really, really nice. It’s not as (" ) as most ice
creams, I don’t think.

30 Second woman: It’s got a malty taste.

First woman: Yeah.

Second woman: It goes really right well with our blackcurrant and butter cream.

First woman: Oh!



Second woman: It tastes like a jam sandwich.

First woman: It also (' ) me, it’s got a bit of a biscuity ...

Second woman: Yes.

First woman: Like a caramelised biscuity taste.

Second woman: Yeah.

First woman: No, I like it.

Third woman: That’s fine.

Ormsby: Is it fine?

Third woman: It’s fine. Absolutely fine. You wouldn’t know. I can’t taste the brown
bread. Absolutely fine.

Fourth woman: The English ‘fine’. It doesn’t mean anything, isn’t it?

Third woman: You could put some cabbage in it, and it’d be fine. I, you can, you
can put anything in ice cream and (* ), (M ) it.

Ormsby: It is brown bread ice cream.

Fifth woman: It’s (' ).

Ormsby: Nice?

Fifth woman: It’s okay. It’s not terrible but it’s not (' ).

Ormsby: So, you wouldn’t be (" ) it?

Fifth woman: Probably not.

Ormsby: But it could be (™ ). Those crazy fool Georgians just loved
an artichoke ice cream, or cucumber, or even parmesan. I think I'll
("® ) (% ) mint choc chip. Andrea Ormsby, BBC
Spotlight, Tintagel.
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VI =LY YFv—ITEM ﬁ Behind the Scenes
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MOVING ON

s Making a Summary o ©cp1-04

Fill the gaps to complete the summary.

Ice cream was big business back in the 1700s. The Georgians, in particular, loved ice cream

with some (w ) flavours, such as artichoke, cucumber, parmesan, or brown
bread! They have (i ) English Heritage to (r )
(o ) brown bread flavoured ice cream at several of its sites, including Tintagel.

English Heritage want the public to experience history in many ways, and bringing taste into it is
(f ). To the Georgians, (¢ )and (g ) was very
important, so using ice cream is a great way to go back to that period. The reporter tried some,
because, she said, the proof was in the (p ). She expected to hate it, but
actually found it quite nice, although shelll (s ) (t ) her
favourite: mint choc chip. One woman said it had a malty taste, and would go well with her
blackcurrant and butter cream. Another woman said it had a (b ) taste, while a

third thought that even if you (d ) the taste with cabbage it would be fine.

e Follow U p ey

Discuss, write or present.

1. Can you imagine the taste of brown bread ice cream? What is the weirdest ice

cream flavour that you'd like to taste? What about tomato, mushroom or natto?

2. What do you think of English Heritage’s wish for people to experience history by

tasting historical flavours? What other ways could people experience history?

3. Imagine a museum 200 years in the future, where people are invited to

experience life as it is today. What should they be invited to eat, drink, or do?
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